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READING AND WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM: FLUENT READING STAGE:  LEVELS 19–24   

Title Text type Text features Curriculum links Key concepts Content vocabulary 
Science/Maths 

Content vocabulary 
Study of Society & Environment 
 

 
Fluent Reading Stage: Level 19 
 
Amazing Gardens 
 

Explanation Contents page, chapter headings 
 

Science: Living things – 
plants 
Social Studies: Pastimes 
and hobbies - gardening 

 

There are different types of gardens. 
Gardens are grown for various reasons such 
as for food, for people to enjoy, to make a 
place look nice and to attract animals. 

Plant words:  carrots  corn  eggplants  flower   
fruit trees  hedges  herbs  leaves  plant/s/ed  
pumpkins  shrubs  stems  trees  vegetables 

Gardening words:  crops  dug  farm  garden/s  grow/s  
maze  sky farm  soil  temperature  vertical garden  water  
watering can  weeds The Giant’s 

Garden 
 

Narrative Use of direct speech 
Text is organised into chapters with 
headings 

Polar Bears 
 

Report Contents page, chapters, glossary 
Headings in the form of questions 
and sub-headings 

Science: Living things – 
structure and function 
SOSE: Animals and people 
living in the environment 

Polar bears have adaptations that enable them 
to survive in their environment. 
Polar bears are losing their habitat and this 
has an impact on humans. 
 

Animal words:  fish  polar bear  sea birds  
seals 
 

Polar bear words:  claws  cub  fur  growl  hunt  mammals  
skin  webbing  wild 

A Bear Called 
Trouble 

Narrative Use of direct speech 
Chapters with headings 

 
Fluent Reading Stage: Level 20 
 
Looking After 
Rock Pools 

Explanation Question-and-answer format 
Use of labels, diagrams and dot 
points 
 

Science: Living things – 
habitats, interdependency of 
living things 
Social Studies :Looking after 
the environment 
  

Rock pools contain animals and plants that 
depend of each other and a healthy rock pool 
for their survival. 
People’s actions can impact on the health of 
rock pools 

Animal words: anemone  crab  hermit crab 
octopus  sea snail  sea star  shrimp 
Environment words:  beach  marine animals  
marine biologist  Marine Discovery Centre  
ocean plankton  rock pool  sea seawater  
seaweed  shells  shore  snorkelling  tide  
waves 

 

The Smart Little 
Crab 

Narrative Use of direct speech 
Contents page and chapters with 
heading 

Driver Ants 
 

Report 
 

Chapters, facts boxes, photographs 
and diagrams 
Contents page and glossary 
 

Science: Living things – 
animal behaviour 

Driver ants live in colonies in nests under the 
ground. 
Driver ants hunt, kill and eat other animals. 

Animal words:  chimpanzees  driver ant  
earthworms  elephants  gorillas  insects  male 
ant  mammals  monkeys  pests  queen ant  
reptiles  snakes  soldier ant  spiders  worker 
ant 
Habitat words:  crops  grassland  habitat  
nests  pests  rainforests  river  treetops 
 
 

 

Killer Ants Report Contents page 
Chapters with chapter headings 

 
Fluent Reading Stage: Level 21 
 
Animal’s That 
Store Food 

Report Table of contents, chapters 
Headings, sub-headings, diagrams, 
labels 

Science: Living things – 
animal behaviour 

At times, some plant-eating animals do not 
have enough fresh food. 
Some animals collect and store food when it 
is plentiful so they can eat it when food is 
scarce. 

Animal words:  acorn woodpecker  beavers  
beehive  bees  pikas  squirrels   
Plant words:  acorn  bark  grass  leaves  
mushroom  nuts  plants  seeds   
 

 

A Tale of Two 
Squirrels 
  

Play Contents page, listing the acts in the 
play 
Cast of characters 

I Am an Inventor 
 

Biography Chapters with headings 
Text boxes and diagrams 

Technology: Design – 
experimenting and testing 
Personal development: 
Staying safe 

Inventions start with a problem to solve and 
require ideas, experimenting, testing, time 
and hard work to become a reality. 
Some inventions help to keep us safe. 

Bicycle words:  bicycle  bike helmet  bike 
track  crash/ed  handlebars  skidded  swerved  
wheels 
Inventing words:  experiment  idea  
imagination  laboratory  research  scientist  
test/ed/ing  

 

Gabby’s Fast Ride 
 

Narrative Use of direct speech 
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READING AND WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM: FLUENT READING STAGE:  LEVELS 19–24   

 
Title Text type Text features Curriculum link Key concepts Content vocabulary 

Science/Maths 
Content vocabulary 
Study of Society & Environment 
 

 
Fluent Reading Stage: Level 22 
 
The Right Tools for 
the Job 
 

Explanation Headings, sub-headings, fact boxes 
Summary chart with photographs 
 

Science: Living things – 
animal structure and 
function 

Some animals eat food that is difficult to reach, 
collect or get to. 
Some animals have the right body parts to get 
the food they need. 

Animal words:  anteater/s  ants  beak  beavers  
blood  claws  eyesight  fangs  giraffe  
grasshopper  hovering  hummingbird/s  
hyena/s  insects  prey  scavengers  snouts  
spiders  stomach  teeth  termites  tongue/s  
turkey vultures  vampire bats 

 

Arnold Saves the 
Day 
 

Narrative Use of direct speech 
Contents page, chapters with 
headings 
 

The First Flight 
 

Report Contents page, chapters with 
headings 
Photographs and realistic illustrations 
 

Social Studies: History 
Science: Matter  

The first machine to fly and carry people was a 
hot-air balloon. 
Hot air rises and can lift things. 
Some inventions are tested on animals first to 
check that they are safe for humans. 

Hot-air balloon words:  air  basket  fire  floated  
fly  gas  hot-air balloon  machine  smoke  

 

The Balloon 
Adventure 
 

Narrative Fantasy with talking animals 
Contents page, chapters with 
headings 
 

 
Fluent Reading Stage: Level 23 
 
Body Works 
 

Explanation ‘Try this …’ boxes included 
Labelled diagrams 
 

Science: Living things – 
human bodies 
Personal development and 
health – keeping well 
 

The human body is made up of many parts that 
work together. 
You can look after your body by eating healthy 
food and exercising. 

Body words:  alive  blood  body  bones  brain  
breath  cells  ears  eyes  hearing  heart  lungs  
muscles  oxygen  pulse  pupil  sight  skeleton  
skin 
 

Fitness words:  exercises  fit  push-ups  sit-ups 

The Mystery Trip 
 

Narrative Use of direct speech 
Contents page, chapters with 
headings 

Built By Hand 
 

Report 
 

Social Studies Social Studies In the past, before machines were invented, 
everything was built by hand. 
Some things that were built by hand are still 
the greatest structures of all time 

 Building words:  Bam Castle  build/ings/ers  fortress  
Hadrian’s Wall  Herod’s Temple  Jupiter Temple  
Mosque of Djenné  Pyramid of Cholula  Pyramid of 
Khafra  Pyramid of Khufu  Shibam skyscrapers  Statue 
of Ramses  statues  temples  tools 
Place words:  Africa  China  Egypt  Iran  Jerusalem  
Lebanon  Mexico  Yemen 

Dr Zardos and the 
Mind Stone 
 

Narrative 
 

Diagrams, photographs, summary 
chart 

 
Fluent Reading Stage: Level 24 
 
Living in Space 
 

Report Contents page, chapters, headings 
and sub-headings  
Fact boxes 
 

Science: The natural world – 
space 
Social Studies: Living in the 
environment 
 

Living in space is different to living on Earth. 
People living in space need to make 
adjustments so they can live there safely. 

Space words:  air  astronauts  equipment  float  
gravity  International Space Station  
microgravity  space camp  space shuttles  
space station  space suit 

 

Space Camp 
 

Narrative  

Marathon Diary 
 

Journal Dated diary entries 
Running tips included 

Social Studies: History 
Health and Personal 
development: Keeping fit, 
individual achievements 
 

The first marathon man ran long distances to 
deliver important messages to the army. 
Today people run long distances called 
marathons for their own fitness and to achieve 
a personal goal. 

 Marathon words:  distance  finish line  finals  fitness  
journey  junior  log book  marathon  medal oval  
puffing  race  runner  running  victory  

The Marathon Man 
 

Narrative Preface and a labelled map 
Contents page, chapters with 
headings 
 

 
 


